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THE USE OF “FUTURELEARN” FOR MAXIMIZING THE IELTS SPEAKING
TEST SCORE

Y ecmammi oxkpecieno memoouuni cmpamezii po36umky KOMYHIKAMUGHUX HAGUYOK
cmyoenmis nio yac niocomosxku 0o icnumy IELTS, wo tpynmyromuecs Ha 6UKOPUCMAHHI
inmepaxmusnux web-pecypcie. Aegmopamu npeocmasieHo 00ceio usUeHHs Mamepianie
osomuoicneeoeo ouaaiin-xypey “Improve Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of
Macquarie) wna 6azi  HasuaneHoi  naamdopmu  “Futurelearn”.  I[nmeepayis
IHMepaKmuenUx HaguANLHUX pecypcie y cucmemy aneromosnoi niocomosku y 380 — ye
NPOOYKMUSHUT MeMOoO PO3GUMKY KOMYHIKAMUSHUX HASUYOK CMyOoeHmis, wo Hadyeac
0CcoOMUBOI  AKMyanbHOCMi 6 YMOBAX MUMYACOB020 NPUIYNUHEHHS  MIJNCHAPOOHUX
cnoiyyens y 36’ a3ky 3 nanoemiero COVID-19. Cknaoanns icnumy IELTS sanuuaemocs
BADICIUBOIO YMOBOIO 6CMYNY 00 [HO3eMHO20 Guuly 1 ‘“‘nepenycmkoio’” 00 YCHiUHO20
NpayesiauimysanHsi GUNYCKHUKIG, 10 3YMOBIIOE HeOOXIOHICMb pemenbHOoi ni020MmosKU 00
mecmy i3 3QAYYEHHAM CYYACHUX [HMEPAKMUGHUX OHIAUH-pecypcié ma HABYATbHUX
naamaghopm.

Knwuosi cnoea: IELTS, komynikamueni — naguuxu,  ¢haxieyi — Opyeoeo
(MacicmepcbKo20) pigHsi U0l oceimu.

The article outlines the methodological strategies for the development of students
communication skills in preparation for the IELTS exam, involving the use of interactive
web resources. The authors present their experience of undertaking and completing a
two-week online course “Improve Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of
Macquarie) based on the “Futurelearn” educational platform. The integration of
interactive teaching materials into the English-language training system at universities is
a productive method of developing students’ communication skills, which is especially
relevant in the context of temporary suspension of international communications due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Passing the IELTS exam remains an important step for
admission to a foreign university and a “permit” to the successful employment of
graduates, which necessitates careful preparation for this test using modern online
interactive resources and e-learning platforms.
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B cmamee  npoananuzuposanvl - mMemoouyveckue — cmpamecuu  pazgumusl
KOMMYHUKAMUGHLIX HABLIKOE CMYOEHmMOo8 npu noozomoske «k skzameny IELTS,
npeoycmampugaioujie  UCNOIb308aHUe  UHMEPAKMUGHuIX  web-pecypcos.  Asmopamu
npeocmasien Onvlm U3yYyenuss Mamepuaiog O08yxHeoelbHo2o ouiain-Kypca ‘“‘Improve
Your IELTS Speaking Score” (University of Macquarie) na 6ase yuebnoii 21ekmponHoil
naamghopmor “FuturelLearn”. Humezpayusi unmepakmug@Hvlx YYeOHbIX MAMepUanios 8
cucmemMy aHeNOA3BIMHON NOOOMOBKU 68 6Y30X SAGNACMCS NPOOYKMUSHBIM MEMOOOM
paseumus KOMMYHUKAMUGHBIX HAGLIKOG CMYOEHmo8, umo npuodpemaem 0cobyio
AKmMyanbHOCMb 8 YCA08USX 8PEMEHHO20 NPUOCMAHOBNCHUS MEINCOYHAPOOHBIX COOOULeHUTI
6 ces3u ¢ nanoemueis COVID-19. Coaua sksamena IELTS ocmaemcs eadchvim yciosuem
nocmynienuss 6 UHOCMPAHHBIN 6y3 U  A6aAemcsi  “‘Nponyckom” K YCHEULHOMY
mpyooycmpoiicme)y 8blNnyCKHUKOG, YMO Npeoonpeoeisiem Heo0X00UMoCms mujameasHol
NOO020MOGKU K Mecmy ¢ NpusieyeHuem Co8peMenHbIX UHMEPaKmMuUeHslX OHAAUH-Pecypcos
u y4ebOHvix niamagopm.

Knrwuesvie cnosa: IELTS, KoMMyHUKAGMUGHbIE HAGLIKU, CREYUAIUCTbL 6MOPOCO
(Macucmepcroeo) ypogHst 8bicute2o 0Opa308aHusl.

The rapidly increasing use of English as a /ingua franca prompts to draw special
attention to the English language training at universities, integrating multiple educational
sources to achieve the maximum result [4]. The IELTS exam (International English
Language Testing System) is recognized by most universities of English-speaking
countries in the world and, therefore, is a priority for students in the deepening of
integration processes. IELTS is developed by the world's leading experts in language
skills assessment and consists of four modules: Reading, Writing, Listening, and
Speaking. Indeed, passing the IELTS exam remains an important step for admission to a
foreign university and a “permit” to the successful employment of future doctors and
dentists, which necessitates careful preparation for this test, involving modern interactive
online resources and e-learning platforms.

The Speaking module 1s a key component of IELTS, which takes the form of an
individual interview with the examiner. Methodical strategies for the development of
communication skills in preparation for the IELTS exam include active involvement of
interactive online resources and e-learning platforms. For instance, the “FutureLearn”
online platform (https://www .futurelearn.com) offers a diverse selection of courses from
the leading universities around the world [2]. The “FutureLearn” methodology is based
upon the principles of storytelling and discussion, which significantly facilitate the
training progress. The principle of storytelling is implemented through the introduction of
ideas via high-quality videos and articles. The discussion approach involves the idea that
a person learns best when sharing and debating ideas with peers [2]. In such a way,
learning becomes an exciting social experience. All courses are self-paced, which means
that participants can establish the intensity and duration of their learning on their own [2].

In particular, students can benefit from a 2-week course “Improve Your IELTS
Speaking Score” by the University of Macquarie in Australia to enhance speaking skills
for successful passing IELTS. The course material is divided into 2 weeks, covering 23
and 18 sections, respectively [3]. Each section focuses on a specific type of errors related
to speaking skills. The integrative approach to presenting the material renders the course
highly effective indeed [3]. After mastering the material, the course participants take
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different tests: one needs to record 3-7 audio files with answers to the proposed oral
topics and discuss the presented recommendations with other course participants online.
Topics range from phrasal verbs and idiomatic expressions to complex sentences (using
signposts; using complex structures; creating collocations); the most common
grammatical errors (“Choosing the correct word forms”; “Choosing accurate
vocabulary”) and correct intonation in English sentences. At the end of the course,
students are asked to listen to samples of other candidates' answers during the exam and
provide a critical assessment based on the studied material (Quizzes: “Is this response
coherent?”; “Identifying common grammatical mistakes™) [3].

Apart from the abovementioned online course, the platform offers many other
programs, focused on preparation for IELTS. Teachers, students, and applicants to
international mobility projects can find a substantial amount of useful resources in such
courses as:

- “Inside IELTS: Preparing for the Test with the Experts” (Cambridge Assessment
English), providing a chance to interact with experts and learners around the world,
trying authentic IELTS practice tasks and learning what skills they are testing and how
they are marked;

- “Understanding IELTS: Techniques for English Language Tests” (British
Council), explaining each section of the test, what is being tested, and what an applicant
has to do to demonstrate their language proficiency to the examiner;

- “Understanding IELTS: Listening” (British Council), exploring the format of the
test and developing learning strategies to help students tackle the different types of tasks;

- “Understanding IELTS: Writing” (British Council), discussing the test format
and developing strategies for each type of task, including how to plan, write and check
academic essays;

- “Understanding IELTS: Reading” (British Council), exploring the format of the
test and the kinds of text an applicant needs to read, as well as general reading strategies
to tackle complex texts on unfamiliar topics and different task types, from multiple
choice to true, false, and not given;

- “Understanding IELTS: Speaking” (British Council), which looks in detail at the
three parts of the test, provides tips and techniques and reveals the four criteria that are
used to assess an applicant’s spoken English [1].

Thus, the “FutureLearn” platform is an effective form of blended learning, which
renders a feasible basis for teaching English at universities. It is a productive tool for
diversification of training, and it should be incorporated into the curricular and extra-
curricular activities. The integration of teaching materials of the online course “Improve
Your IELTS Speaking Score” in the training system of universities is a productive
method for developing students' communication skills, which becomes especially
relevant in the context of the temporary suspension of international communication due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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YIAK 811.161.2°367
Ilasnwk H.II
PiBHeHCBbKMIT fepkaBHUII T'yMaHITaApHUI YHiBepcUTeT
®OPMYBAHHS MPOPECIMHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MAHBYTHIX
YUYUTEJIIB

Y cmammi posensnymo npoyec gopmysannsi npodgpeciiinoi komnemenmnocmi
neoaeoeie, GU3HAYEHO pIeHI HABUANLHOI OiLbHOCMI Y  8IONOGIOHOCMI 3 Meopicio
KOMNEMEHMHICHO20 NiOX00y, 0XApakmepuzoeani Kiacughikayii komnemeHmuocmetl,
BUOKDeMIEHA  CMYNiIHb — Ne0de02iyHOl  KoMnemeHmHocmi  ma  ocooucmi — sikocmi
MalioymHb020 @UmMeIisi;, 302aibHi KOCHIMUGHI GMIHHSL, GUIHAYEHO NPobaemMu (PopMy8aHHsl
npogheciiinoi komnemenmHocmi ma ii KOMNOHeHMIG.

Knwuosi cnoea: ninegicm-maticmep, KoMnOHenmu CmMpyKmypu npogheciino-
neoazociunol KOMNemenmuocni, ocobnusocmi cmpykmypu MemoOuyHoi
KOMPemeHmuocmi.

The article considers the process of formation of professional competence of
teachers, determines the levels of educational activity in accordance with the theory of
competence approach (academic type, quasi-professional activity, educational-
professional  activity);  characterized  classifications of competencies  (socio-
communicative, informational, self-educational, value-semantic and socio-cultural
competencies) (they are key and part of professional competencies), pedagogical,
psychological, managerial, research competencies (they are defined as basic
competencies of teachers),; professional-communicative and linguodidactic competence);
the degree of pedagogical competence and personal qualities of the future teacher
(purposefulness, creativity, independence, desire for development and improvement,
initiative, citizenship, social responsibility, harmony of socialization; basic cognitive
skills (ability to observe, establish analogies, compare and contrast, structure) specify,
analyze facts and phenomena), methodological cognitive skills (ability to form the
purpose of the activity, choose appropriate methods, means and methods of achieving
goals, separate the object of study, process and regroup educational material, etc.),
general cognitive skills ( ability to plan and organize their educational activities in
general, to exercise self-control and self-assessment)); problems of formation of
professional competence and its components are defined.

Key words: master linguist, components of the structure of professional and
pedagogical competence, features of the structure of methodical competence.

B cmamwve  paccmompen  npoyecc — gopmuposanus — npogheccuoHanbHol
KOMNEeMeHmMHOCmU  neoaeo208, onpeoeieHvl YpOGHU Y4eOHOU  OesmenbHOCmu 6
coomeemcmeuy ¢ meopuel  KOMNeMmeHmMHOCMHO20 No0X00d;,  OXApAaKmepu306aHbvl
KAacCuukayuu KomMnemenyuil, gvloejena cmenensb neoaeoeuieckoi KoMnemeHmuocmy
u nuunsle Kavecmea Oyoyweeo yuumens, 00wjue KOSHUMUGHbBIE YMEHUsl, ONpeoeneHbl
npobaemvl popmuposanusi npogheccuonarbHoli KOMNEMeHmMHOCMU U ee KOMNOHEHMO8.

Knwouesvie cnosa: JAuHegUCM-Macmep, KOMNOHEHNbl CMpYKmMypbl
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