nepeBlpnTH Teopenrqﬂl 3HAHHA y JHCTaHIIHHOMY (opmarti 1 3a6e3neqye 1[06poquHe
OLHIOBaHHA pe3ynbrartiB. [Ipu 1poMy MOKHA 3aCTOCOBYBATH Pi3HI BUAM TECTIB. TECTH
BiAKPUTOI M 3aKpUTOI POPMH, TECTH-BIAMOBITHOCTI TOIIO.

BuKOpHCTAHHA AWUCTAHLIHHOI (JOPMH HABYAHHA HANAE MOMJIMBICTH TOJETIIUTH
IUIIX OIAHYBaHHA MOTPIOHHM HABYAJIPHUM MATEplajioM 3a YMOBH AOTPHUMAHHS HH3KH
3arajbHO JMUAAKTHYHHX TPUHIMIIB, $AKI TE€BHOIO MlpOIO Mo;[mbncyBaJIHCﬂ y
BIAMOBIAHOCTI A0 CY4aCHHX YMOB. MPHHLMIT KPEATHBHOCTI Yy IM3HABAJbHINA AiAIBHOCTI;
TPUHLIMI BIHOBITHOCTI (YHAAMEHTAIBHOCTI HABYAHHA Mi3HABAJILHUM MOTpPedam ocolwu,
AKa HABYAETHCA; NPUHLMII BUIHLHOTO BH6opy iHpopmarrii, ska OTPHMYETECS IIAXOM
BH3HAYEHOI MIAIBHOCTI, TPHHIHI 1H,uHBmyanLH01 HABYAIBHOL TpaeKTopu CTY/ICHTA,
HPUHLMI 11eHTH(IKALIT; TIPUHLHIL lHTepaKTHBHOCTl TIPHHIIMI ITEAATOTTYHOI JOIITBHOCTI
3aCTOCYBaHHA 3ac001B iHGOPMALIHHUX TexHOJoTIH [4, ¢. 100]

Jlumme KOMIUTEKCHE 3acTOCyBaHHA (POpM Ta METOAIB KOHTPOJIO 3HAHb Ja€
MOKITUBICTD PEryIpHO Ta 00’ €KTUBHO BHABJIATH JUHAMIKY (OpMyBaHHA CHCTEMH 3HAHb
Ta YMiHb CTYAEHTIB.
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VARIETIES OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN NIGERIA
The article represents Nigerian varieties of English, discusses the state of English
language in Nigeria and the influence of the native languages on the spoken English.
Key words: native language, phonation, variety, multicultural, Nigerian English.
Nigeria is one of the most multicultural and linguistically diverse countries in the
world; approximately 525 languages are spoken within the country. English is Nigeria’s
official language, but only about 53% of the population speak English. Most people
speak the language of their ethnicity. The 3 major languages spoken in Nigeria are
Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. The English spoken in every region is greatly influenced by
their native language, due to the contrast in phonation between the English language and
Nigerian ethnic languages. Hence 5 major varieties of English have arisen in Nigeria:
formal English, (informal) English, Hausa-English, Igbo-English and Yoruba-English.
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Formal English is a nativized form of English; its development as a New World
English corresponds with the period of colonization and post-colonization by the British.
This form of English is mostly spoken in a formal setting; at work, in schools, by news
casting agencies, politicians, etc. It is associated with those who are well educated and
have received at least a secondary education. It is uncommon for this type of English to
be spoken in an informal situation.

Pidgin is an English-based creole language spoken across Nigeria. It is used to
make communication easier between several languages and dialects in Nigeria. The
language is often referred to as "Pijin" or Broken English. It can be spoken in it’s creole
form or decreolised based on the social setting. It is most commonly spoken in an
informal setting. A common orthography has been created for Pidgin which is popular in
giving the language a simple writing system. Nigerian Pidgin is commonly used
throughout the country, but it has not gained official status.

Nigerian Pidgin English is a mixture of native languages and English. It utilises
English words combined with Yoruba, Benin or Igbo grammar structures. It is mostly
used in ethnically mixed urban areas like Lagos as a common form of communication
among people who do not have a formal education in English and those who do. Pidgin
English was thought of as the code of the non-literate, however, nowadays in Nigeria the
case is different. The Nigeria pidgin English is in contention for official recognition.
Nigerian Pidgin English is spoken by millions of people, arguably more spoken than
Formal English. It is the most widely spoken language in Nigeria and it is also the native
language with the largest number of speakers in Africa.

The three major languages in Nigeria; Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba, belong to the
Afro-Asiatic and the Niger-Kordofanian family of languages. The difference in phonation
between these languages and English and even the difference between the three
languages themselves, have led to a significantly distinguishing varieties of English being
spoken by each ethnicity. Hence leading to the formation of Hausa-English, Igbo-English
and Yoruba-English are the sub- varieties of the Nigerian English. Nigerians speak the
English language so differently that the ethnic divides are distinguished through the
accents of their spoken English.

Although English is the set official language in Nigeria, it is still a controversial
issue because English in itself is diverse in Nigeria. Both the rules of grammar and the
accents with which it is spoken vary greatly from the north to the east to the south. The
glaring difference makes it difficult to arrive at a standardised English that can be spoken
across all ethnicities and social groups within Nigeria.
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