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ACTUAL PROBLEMS OF HERMENEUTICS,
PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION
OF M. HEIDEGGER’S HERMENEUTICS

Abstract. The range of problems of hermeneutics,
principles of interpretation of the cultural phenomena is an
actual object of investigation and reflections in history,
philology, the study of art, researches of culture, literary
criticism, and various disciplines. The hermeneutics
of presence was developed by M. Heidegger. The possible ways
of further M. Heidegger’s hermeneutics transformations are
examined in the article. The research is aimed at revealing
correlations between Heidegger’s hermeneutics of the period
of "Existence and Time" and hermeneutics after the "turn" of
the middle of the 30" The results of the investigation, thus,
contribute to the understanding of studies of the German
thinker in their integrity. An important problem is the influence
or degree of influence of ontology, theory of language, and
Heidegger’s hermeneutics on the further development of
researches in this problem. The author concludes that the
theory of philosophical hermeneutics of H.-G. Gadamer may
be considered as a direct continuer of the scientist’ works,
though is, as well, it touches determination of foundations of
the hermeneutics. The problem of investigation of Heidegger’s
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impact on the further development of philosophical studies
becomes an actual problem of the philosophical literature in
the last decades. Among the most noticeable works, it is
possible to name the following researches: Coltman R. (1998),
Lavruhin A.V. (2007), dissertation of Kozlova M.V (2015).
The works highlight the most important copulas of philosophi-
cal hermeneutics of H.-G. Gadamer, their representation
within poetic work. The linguistic task in Gadamer's teachings
confirms the value of Heidegger's discourse regarding
the ontic and ontological horizons of understanding,
supplements the concept of the hermeneutics of factuality.
The teaching eliminates its contradictions by reconciling
the theoretical and practical plans of existence, implemented
in the categorical unity of the language. This unity itself is not
at all a kind of technical characteristic of the language, and
it is related not only to the language and situations of linguistic
interaction, but, as well, correlates with Dasein himself,
its fundamental embodiment, and the semantic environment
for the development of existence.

Keywords:  hermeneutics, presence, understanding,
interpretation, language, meaning, discourse.

Introduction. Problems of hermeneutics, the principles
of interpretation of cultural phenomena are actual problems
of history, philology, art studies, studies of culture, literary
studies, and various border disciplines. At the same time,
hermeneutics originated as a philosophical theory, and
nowadays it remains in the initial state, the idea of
interpretation hasn’t developed, it leaves in the frames of the
general statements and is eventually complemented
bynumerous metaphysical buildings and reminiscences.

The article deals with the presence of the presence
developed by M. Heidegger, and the possible ways of its
further transformation. The research is aimed at revealing
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correlations between Heidegger’s hermeneutics of the period
of "Existence and Time" and hermeneutics after the "turn"
of the middle of the 30™.

An important problem 1is the influence or degree
of influence of ontology, theory of language, and Heidegger’s
hermeneutics on the further development of researches in this
field. The solving of the problem demands to appeal, first
of all, to Gadamer’s theory of philosophical hermeneutics.
Based on the previous works, we can conclude that Gadamer’s
conception may be considered as a direct continuation of his
teacher. Gadamer has made a significant contribution to the
development of Heidegger's conception, first of all, due
development the definition of the foundations of hermeneutical
interpretation. The problem of investigation of Heidegger’s
impact on the further development of philosophical studies
becomes an actual problem of the philosophical literature in the
last decades. Among the most noticeable works, it is possible
to name the following researches: Coltman R. (1998), Lavruhin
A.V. (2007), dissertation of Kozlova M.V (2015). The last
work has found the important links of Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics with the concept of poetic creativity.

Heidegger uses the phrase "Hermeneutova of actuality",
indicating a certain semantic and subject level covered by this
term. M. Heidegger didn’t leave it at the initial stage but had
developed the foundation of his grand philosophical project.
The philosopher introduces phenomenology as a method of
ontological research. The method, in the philosopher works,
was defined as "hermeneutical in the original meaning
of aword, which means the occupation of interpretation"”
(Heidegger, 2006: 37).

This interpretation version of the phenomenology is not
a simple combination of two separate philosophical directions.
Phenomenology, in the interpretation of Heidegger, has
a significant difference from the understanding of Husserl, this
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is not a word about the phenomenon, but a word that belongs
to the phenomenon itself. It is an articulation of being. Without
this articulation, the being remains hidden. The articulation,
thus, is a response to being which relates a person to truths
with language. Such a significant appointment of a language
where language considers as a representation of finding its
expression in the language, the statement is the essence of the
initial hermeneutics, which simultaneously acts as a method for
detecting a phenomenon, and the characteristic of its existence
as a phenomenon. In later works, during the so-called "turn",
M. Heidegger has strengthened the ontological component of
his understanding of the language. At that period, the scientist
created a fundamental ontology, as a form of a general
understanding of history, which was a fundamental meaning
(Heidegger, 1988).

The presence of analytics is the main content
of M. Heidegger's work, while it should be the basis
of a fundamental ontology, which grows directly from
hermeneutics and in a certain sense from its substantive modus.
A similar theory is an understanding that is carried out not
as an act of thinking, but as a way of staying, a special dasein
modus, which is not so epistemologically, as existential.

Specifics of a rational approach to reality, which can
be considered as an epistemological sample, is precisely that
it prompts a person to think of themselves, repulsing from the
world, with the help of the world. Such a "conscious"
mediation obscures direct existence, its presence. Therefore,
the need to comprehend its residence, recorded in the term
"actuality", was formulated by M. Heidegger as the main task
of the hermeneutics of fact. Moreover, these tasks are not
abstract-formal, but vital-practical: its goal — to make it
available, to inform the actual dasein in its existential
character. This dasein represents the essence of self-prevention,
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presents Dasein. Hermeneutics creates for Dasein the
opportunity to become and understand the presence of itself.

Thus, the actuality of actuality is manifested by
M. Heidegger, on the one hand, as a special approach to the
study of actuality Dasein, and on the other — as characteristic
of this dasein manner in the world. However, despite
the authenticity and non-possibility in the understanding
of existence, a person 1s inherent to the authority
of interpretation by someone else: it may be the dissipation
of thought or scientifically argued theories. This means
substituting its authenticity and alienating a person from
themselves.

The instrument of struggle for the reliability of its own life
should become hermeneutics as an interpretation of the
documentary division of its existence. Such understanding
is awakened in the interpretation. It is not comparable to the
fact that recognition of correlation with another life is usually
understood. This is not a correlation at all. It is a self-
independence of Dasein itself, it is an immediately
terminologically fixed presence of dasein for itself.

In contrast to the objective impartiality of sciences,
the actual hermeneutics always requires personal involvement,
because this is the specificity of presence, and in addition,
being can open only as of the existence of itself.

Given the impossibility to separate understanding from
its existence, the actuality is conceived by M. Heidegger
as an urgent task of a specific Dasein, and as a particular theory
of mutual interpretation. Its deliberate fuzziness is positioned
as an alternative to any scientific discourse that relatives
everything that falls into the field of its vision. The complexity
of M. Heidegger’s project lies in the fact that he is trying
to build the theory of individual practice, the theory of tilling,
naive, vague understanding that cannot be distinguished from
existence.
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This paradoxical situation finds its reflection and to
acertain degree an explanation, in hermeneutics and
the hermeneutics of the traditional form. It is about such
a concept as a hermeneutic circle. Rehabilitating this concept
unacceptable in science through its regress in infinitum,
M. Heidegger insists that this is the only possible model
of deployment of Dasein-understanding. M. Heidegger in this
work introduced the hermeneutic circle as one of the existential
structures of human existence, giving the concept ontological
value. For example, "Suse, for which a being-in-world
language is an existence, has an ontological structure of the
circle" (Heidegger, 2006: 153).

This circle forms the initial neglect of a person who
is thrown into the world. A person turns into an elementary and
the main component in the general architectonics of the world
time: because a person builds his life through comprehension
of an individual existential opportunity, the world time
acquires the content and being. Hermeneutics of actuality,
initially thought to be the practice of self-understanding
of presence, expands here to the scale of the hermeneutics
of the world, and in this plan, it goes beyond the establishment
of the truth of his being and claims to know the existence
of any entity. Heidegger’s conception, thus, returns into
the fundamental ontology.

The main work of M. Heidegger seeks the ways of the
understanding of the human dasein and ways of the
understanding of the meaning of being, which is articulated
in various meanings, and thus allocating certain regions
in its structure. But not only existential analytics that adopted
a general character, reveals its paradox. The problem is much
more complex, it is contained already in the very principle
of the hermeneutics of fact. It consists of the understanding
of the being, which is aimed at interpretation. In its turn,
the interpretation is doomed to remain unattainable. That is,
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M. Heidegger considers, the question of the meaning
of differing from other issues about the meaning of anything
else. If, in ordinary issues, something is understood based
on what is its content, then for the human presence, we quickly
come to the incomprehensibility of its presence.

So a person in the process of understanding is not
convinced in the presence of everything without exception,
in their beholder and for their ability to understand the question
of the meaning, as they sooner or later should face a certain
horizon. Here's a life in itself - this is not only an open horizon
of its capabilities, in which it throws itself, but also manifests
itself like irresistible actuality. And if this fact is something
immutable, which provides the actuality of any understanding,
then this actuality becomes the main obstacle on the path
of Dasein to its being. M. Heidegger, following a phenomeno-
logical installation for a phenomenal subject, has chosen
hermeneutic facts as the most adequate method for studying
aspecial kind of matter. But he is not assuming that
the explication and deployment of the presence launched by
him in "Existence and Time", will identify the lack of
phenomenological method. In the understanding of this fact,
Gadamer sees the basic reason that prompted M. Heidegger
to "turn", reorienting him from existential-anthropological
themes in the direction of the ontology of language.

Although Gadamer does not have a hermeneutic language
analysis, he does not depart from his thesis on the linguistic
nature of understanding. For him, the grounds for which the
human existence is built are an understanding, or the presence
itself as an understanding, speaking as an independent
ontological reality. At the same time, M. Heidegger comes
to alanguage through the existential-ontological structure
of the presence. Language, according to Gadamer, is a priori
condition of any act of understanding, the space of its
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implementation and simultaneously a summary, expressed
in the total condition of the world

In the "Truth and Method", Gadamer writes that the world
is only the world since it is expressed in the language, but also
that the true existence of the very language is that the world
is expressed in it. It is very easy to see a certain tautology,
which constantly accuses representatives of metaphysical
philosophy. In the Gadamer, the initial human nature of the
language simultaneously means the initial linguistic nature
of human being-in-world (Gadame, 1990: 447). In relations
between the world and language, there is no place
to subordination or hierarchy - words are the form that allows
things to be, to be seen as phenomena, or be heard, because the
truth of the world, according to the Gadamer, opens itself
in dialogue. Expanding is similar to the game dialog of the
participants who concerns the foundations of understanding.
This dialogue makes it possible to find all the completeness of
meaning and identify the truth, it becomes the central concept
of hermeneutics, since it is precisely an understanding.

Thus, the hermeneutics of the Gadamer differs from
the fundamental ontology of M. Heidegger. Heidegger’s
conception is based on the sale of being formed in the tradition
of Western metaphysics. For Gadamer tradition is not
something that should be overcome, on the contrary, this is
experience necessary to enter into a dialogue. All this means
that words are not just expressing something of some kind,
they always face the integrity of being. The ultimate word is
always drawn to the infinity of possible sense. The speculative
character of the language is not invested in the logic
of statements, it goes beyond thinking in representations and
does not subordinate dogmatism and empiricism of everyday
life and everyday experience.

Conclusions. As a result of the development of the
problems of hermeneutical actuality as a reflection of the
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presence of existence and the philosophical theory
of existential analytics, in hermeneutics, there is an opportunity
to get out of the artwork of interpretation as a practical activity.
But without the involvement of this philosophical program
in language structures, which managed to implement the
Gadamer, it would have remained a simple declaration on the
need for understanding and interpretation, an auxiliary
technique for ontological research. Gadamer converts
hermeneutics into a special type of fundamental philosophical
theory, which combines ontology, philosophy of language, and
hermeneutics.

Heidegger’s hermeneutics of the presence contains
aspecial complexity. On the one hand, it assumes the
conception of the primary, initial understanding as an
equivalent of the direct realization of life and life sense. And
on the other, the process of interpretation demands the presence
of the issue of the comprehension of its existence. In turn, the
nomination of language and its issues are considered as a
semantic horizon of semblance. The involvement into the
semantic horizon of semblance results in the finding by a
person the world and their place in it. This approach was
carried out by Gadamer, and it substantially expands the
hermeneutical presence of M. Heidegger in a certain total
understanding model, which is conceived in the context of
linguistic division.

The linguistic task in the hermeneutics of the Gadamer
confirms the value of M. Heidegger’s discourse relative and
ontological horizons of understanding, complements the
concept of hermeneutic actuality, and eliminates its
contradiction by the reconciliation of theoretical and practical
existence plans carried out in the categorical unity of language.
This unity is not a technical characteristic of the language and
it is relevant not only to the language and situation of linguistic
interaction but represents the correlate of Dasein itself,

88



ISSN 2410-3381 (PRINT), ISSN 2520-6842 (ONLINE) Ne 2 (14) 2021 Cepis:
CouianbHo-(110coPChbKi MPoOIEeMH PO3BUTKY JIOJHHU 1 CYCHIIBCTBA

its fundamental embodiment, the semantic environment of
deployment of existence.
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mucaumens 8 ix yinicnocmi. Baowcaugorw npobaemoro € eniug
abo cmyniHb 6NIUBY OHMOJO2I, Meopii MO8U Ma eepmeHes-
muku [ aiideceepa Ha nodanvuiuil po36UmMoK O00CIIOHCeHb Yicl
npoonemu. Aemop  pobumv  GUCHOBOK, WO  Meopiro
Qinocoppcvroi  cepmeneemuxu  I.-I. Tadamepa moducha
ssadicamu  6e3n0cepeoOHiM NPOOOBICEHHAM Npayb BUEHO2O,
Xoua ye makodc CMOCYEMbC BUSHAYEHHS OCHOG 2epMeHes-
muku.  Ilpobnema  Oocnioxcenuss  enaugy I atideceepa
Ha no0anbwuti  po3eumox  @inocogcokux  cmyodiu  cmae
aKkmyaivHolo  npobaemorr  @hinocogcovkoi  nimepamypu
ocmannix Oecsmunims. Ceped HaUOLIbW NOMIMHUX pPOOIM
ModicHa Hazeamu maki oocniodcenns: Konemman P. (1998),
Jlaspyxin A.B. (2007), oucepmayis Kosznosoi M.B. (2015).
YV npaysx euceimaoromucs Hatsadxdcaugiuli 36 3xu Qinocogdcob-
koi eepmenesmuxu I.-I. Taoamepa, ix penpezenmayis
6 noemuyniti meopuocmi. Jlinegicmuuna 3a0aua y 64eHHi
T'aoamepa niomeepooicye yinnicmo Ouckypcy [ atioeceepa
U000 OHMUYHO20 MA OHMONOIYHO20 20PU3OHMIE PO3VMIHHS,
OONOBHIOE KOHYENYilo 2epmeHesmuku @axkmuynocmi. Buenns
yeysae 1020 Npomupiuus,  y32004CYIOUU  MeopemuyHull
i NpaKMU4YHUL NAAHU ICHYBAHHS, Peali308aHi 6 Kame2opianbHill
€onocmi  mosu. IL{a e€Onicmv cama no cobi 308cCim
He € MeXHIYHOIO XAPAKMePUCMUKOI0 MO8U, 00 MO20 HC B0HA
no8's3ana He MibKU 3 MOBOI | CUMYAYIAMU MOBHOI 83AEMOOII,
ane makodxc cniggionocumvcsi 3 camum Dasein, 1020
@dyHOaMmeHmanbHUM 8MINEHHAM | CEMAHMUYHUM Cepedosuulem
0J151 pO3BUMKY ICHYBAHHS.
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nocneonux oecamuiemuti. Cpedu nHaubonee 3aMemuwvlx pabom
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Jlaspyxun A.B. (2007), ouccepmayus Kosznoeoti M.B. (2015).
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KUl NIaubl CYWecmeo8anus, peaiuzyemvle 8 Kame2opuaibHoM
eouHcmee A3bIKA. IDMO eOuHCmeo camo no cebe cogcem
He A6I51emMCsl MeXHUYeCKOU XapaKmepucmuKol s3vikd, K momy
JKce OHO C653aHO He MOIbKO C A3bIKOM U CUMYAYUAMU PEYeB020
g3aumooelicmeus, Ho makxice coomuocumces ¢ camum Dasein,
€20 (QYHOAMEeHMAanbHbIM GONIOWEHUEM U CeMAHMUYeCcKOu
Cpeootl 01 pa3suUmusl Cyuecmeo8aHusl.

Knwueevie cnosa:  cepmenesmuka, — npucymcmeue,
NOHUMAaHUe, UHMePNPemayus, A3blK, CMbICI, OUCKYPC.

CIIMCOK BUKOPUCTAHUX J/KEPEJI

1.Ko3noa M.B. KoHuenuuum no3THYECKOrO  s3bIKA
Boctetnke XX Beka (Xaiimerrep, I'amamep, banpro): [ucc.
KaHJ. ¢punocod. Hayk. Mocksa: JlutepaTypHblii HHCTUTYT UM.
I'opskoro, 2015. 146 c.

2.JIaBpyxun A.B. M. Xaiinerrep B unrepnperanuax X.-I'.
I'apamepa. Kommenrtapuii nepeBoaunka // I'agamep X.-I'. Ilytn
Xaiigerrepa: HWCCIEIOBAHUS TO3IHET0 TBOpYECTBA. MUHCK:
[Iponunen, 2007. C. 226-228.

3. Xaiinerrep M. beitne u Bpemsa / Ilep. ¢ Hem. B.B.
bubuxuna. M.: Ad Marginem, 1997. 451 c.

93



ISSN 2410-3381 (PRINT), ISSN 2520-6842 (ONLINE) Ne 2 (14) 2021 Cepis:
CouianbHo-(110coPChbKi MPoOIEeMH PO3BUTKY JIOJHHU 1 CYCHIIBCTBA

4. Xaitnerrep M. Ilyts k s3bIky //Xaiinerrep M. Bpewms
u Obrtue:  Cratbm  u  BeicTymuieHuss /  Ilep. ¢ Hewm.
B.B. bubuxuna. M.: Pecniybnuka, 1993. C. 259-273.

5. Coltman R. The language of hermeneutics. Gadamer
and Heidegger in dialogue. Albany: State University of New
York Press, 1998. 187 p.

6. Gadamer H.-G. Gesammelte Werke. Bd. 1.
Hermeneutik I. Wahrheit und Methode. Tiibingen, 1990. 494 s.

7.Grondin J. Von Heidegger zu Gadamer. Unterwegs zur
Hermeneutik. Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft,
2001. 167 S.

8.Heidegger, M. Sein und Zeit. Neunzehnte Auflage.
Tiibingen, Max Niemeyer Verlag, 2006, 445 s.

9. Heidegger M. Gesamtausgabe. Band 65. Beitrige zur
Philosophie (Vom Ereignis). Vittorio Klostermann GmbH,
Frankfurt am Main, 1989, 513 s.

10. Heidegger M. Gesamtausgabe. Bd. 63: Ontologie
(Hermeneutik der Faktizitdt). Fr. a/M.: Vittorio Klostermann,
1988. 116 S.

UDC 37.0 (1) (14)

OLGA ALIIEVA

PhD in Philosophy, Associate Professor of the

Department of Philosophy, History and Socio-Humanitarian
disciplines,

Donbas State Pedagogical University

(Sloviansk, Ukraine)

e-mail: alievaol@ukr.net

ORCID 0000-0002-7862-4898

94



